
Pinal County 
• Project coalition : 

– Pinal County Substance Abuse Council  

– Council of 9 coalitions, county reps, RBHA 

• Administering coalition: Casa Grande Alliance 

– Funded by Cenpatico, then Parents Commission 

– Fiscal agent for any other project funds 

– Employ 1 dedicated staff 

– In-kind admin and support staff 



1. Reduce Illicit Acquisition and Diversion of Rx Drugs 
 

2. Promote Responsible Prescribing and Dispensing Policies and Practices 
 

3. Enhance Rx Drug Practice and Policies in Law Enforcement 
 

4. Increase Public Awareness and Patient Education about Rx Drug Misuse 
 

5. Enhance Assessment and Referral to Treatment 
 

The Strategies 



 
Reduce Illicit Acquisition  

and Diversion of Rx Drugs 

 • Increase disposal sites 
across Pinal County 

– Partner with existing 
coalitions 

– Understand the rules 

• Increase knowledge of 
disposal sites 

– Location cards 

– Include info on all 
materials 

 

 



• Creative messaging 
• Meet w/potential partners, get ideas 
• Re-package same prevention message 

to new audience 
• Consistent images: drop boxes,  logo 
• Keep them  
     stocked with  
      supplies 
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Promote Responsible Prescribing  
and Dispensing Policies and Practices 

• Medical task force: 
hospital docs and PCPs 
(2 yrs) 

• Major activities: 
– Door-to-door visits 

with PCPs 
– Quarterly mailings 
– Lunch&learn w/docs 

for PDMP signups  
 

Quarterly mailings: 
• Rx epidemic info 

• Links to online CEUs  for pain 
mgmt webinars 

• Opioid prescribing best 
practices 

• Registration to Prescription 
Drug Management Program 

• Education materials that help 
prescribers improve the 
prescription drug literacy of 
their patients  

• Addiction, screening and 
referral to treatment* 

 

 

* Strategy 5: Enhance assessment 
and referral to treatment 
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Dispensing Policies and Practices 





Different fronts, same back 





1. Reduce Illicit Acquisition and Diversion of Rx Drugs 

2. Promote Responsible Prescribing and Dispensing Policies and Practices 

3. Enhance Rx Drug Practice and Policies in Law 
Enforcement 

• Set-up and co-hosted trainings for Casa Grande 
police 

• Encouraged 9 coalitions to advocate for 
training in their communities 

• Collaborated with local Chiefs Assn. 

The Strategies 
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Increase Public Awareness and Patient 

Education about Rx Drug Misuse 

 • Tabling at community events 

• Presentations at mobile home parks 

• Partner with Walgreens; health fairs @ stores 

• Home, Health, Garden show – CG Chamber of 
Commerce 

• Partner with Area Agency on Aging (senior kits) 

• RX 360: youth, parent and community 

• Poster Partners 



Poster Partners 



Partner coalition products 



1. Reduce Illicit Acquisition and Diversion of Rx Drugs 

2. Promote Responsible Prescribing and Dispensing Policies and Practices 

3. Enhance Rx Drug Practice and Policies in Law Enforcement 

4. Increase Public Awareness and Patient Education about Rx Drug Misuse 

5. Enhance Assessment and Referral to Treatment 

– Mailings and visits with doctors 

– Coalition member advocacy for increased treatment 
opportunities across the county and state of AZ 

 

The Strategies 



• Funding for a dedicated staff person was important for us. 

• Medical task force is very important – different culture! 

• A barrier for docs: few treatment resources 

• Challenging to get adults in a room for Rx 360 so be 
creative (conferences, staff training, etc) 

• Repackaging the same prevention message to different 
target audiences really works well 

• Collaboration (and theft) across programs is helpful 

• Having a leader (Shana and the Core Group) with 10,000 
ft view of all programs was important to keep us moving 
forward  

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons Learned 


